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(ALL ANSWERS GIVEN BY MR BEREZOVSKY ARE VIA THE

INTERPRETER)

This interview is being tape recorded. I am Detective HALL from

New Scotland Yard. My colleague is:

Detective Constable James CONWAY also from New Scotland Yard.
Also present in this room is, would you please state your name.

Boris BEREZOVSKY.

Thank you Boris. And your name please?

Olena MAHEROVSKA Russian Interpreter

Olena MAHEROVSKA. OK. And could you ask the gentleman for
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his name please.

Detective from the General Prosecutor’s Office.
OK. And his name please.

Alexander OTVODOV .

Olena could you spell it please.
O0.T.V.0.D.O.V.

OK thank you very much. OK. Obviously the date is Friday the 30th
March 2007. And it’s 11.03 hours am and this interview is being tape
recorded. Boris you are not under arrest. You are not under caution.
You are free to leave this interview at any time you wish. You do not
have to answer any questions that [ have to ask you. Do you

understand?
Yes.

This investigation concerns the murder of Alexander LITVINENKO.

His life was pronounced extinct at 2121 hours on the 23rd November

2006.
Can you repeat the time and date please?

Yes it was 2121 hours, 23rd November 2006. This was at the

University College Hospital, London. The cause of death is recorded
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as Acute Radiation Syndrome. Boris the Russian Federation are
conducting a parallel investigation into the murder and attempted
murder of Russian nationals on British soil. Andrei LUGOVOY and
Dmitry KOVTUN both have been tested positive for Polonium 210 in
Russia. As part of that investigation the Russian Federation have sent
an International Letter of Request to the United Kingdom Central
Authority, seeking permission to interview a number of witnesses in
this case. A delegation of Russian investigators are in London to
interview witnesses. You have agreed to be interviewed. [s that

correct?
That’s correct.

Thank you. Just to explain the procedure, firstly to the interpreter, is
my timing OK with the questions, is there enough time for you to

translate or do you want me to shorten it or lengthen it?
Yeah if you could shorten it a little bit.
OK. OK. Thanks.

Before you start asking questions, [ want to clarify the situation both

regarding the conditions, my conditions of this meeting.
Yeah.

And the reasons why I agreed for this meeting.
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Please.

I have formulated three conditions for this meeting. This meeting was
supposed to be carried out not in the Russian Embassy. We are here in
the Police Station which is not under territory of the, of the Russian
Embassy. I asked to search Russian investigators with regards to the
poisons during the interview and arms. As far as I understand this

condition has been fulfilled?

Yes as a matter of course because of the nature of this police station

everyone, including the police officers, were searched as we entered.
As far as [ understand [ haven’t been searched.
Yeah that was a different situation.

I, the fact... condition I asked for our meeting to be absolutely
transparent, this, by this [ meant that the meeting could take place
either in a court in the presence of a judge, and such a procedure is
written out in the English legislation. And this was mentioned in my
letter, in the letters from my solicitors addressed to Scotland Yard.
For the reasons unkﬁown to me, this meeting is taking place not in the
court but in New Scotland Yard. Nevertheless, my main condition has
been fulfilled and this interview is being tape recorded. And as far as [

understand right after the interview I will be able to receive a copy of
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this tape. That correct?

Yes.

Thank you. And I also want to add that [’'m going to answer only
those questions which from my point of view are relevant to the

investigation carried out by Scotland Yard.

OK.

I received a letter from Scotland Yard in which the request from the
General Prosecutors Office was passed on to ask me questions
regarding the case of LITVINENKO. Scotland Yard has informed me
that they will not give me any advise as to whether [ have or [ ought
to meet them, important it is totally my decision. Three. I consider the
investigation carried out by the General Prosecutors Office to conceal,
an attempt to conceal those people who ordered, organised and carried
out, executed this crime. This is why I consider Mr OTVODOV a
participant of this crime. Because [ consider that the General
Prosecutors Office possesses information as to who ordered,
organised and carried out and executed this crime. And this is just an
attempt to conceal the true criminals. And the last, [ agreed for this
meeting just for one reason. I have no doubt as to professionalism and
sincerity of the officers of New Scotland Yard. I know what

difficulties the officers of Scotland Yard had in, when they came to
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Russia, to Moscow to interrogate the witnesses, the alleged witnesses
and criminals. And I want to exclude any possibility for the General
Prosecutors Office and the Russian authorities to make obstacles as to
the investigation and inviting New Scotland Yard officers in Moscow,
claiming the reason that their request for General Prosecutors Oftice
in London are not fulfilled. Thank you.

DC HALL Thank you Boris. Just to explain the procedure for this interview. |
will ask the questions in English. If you could kindly interpret them
into Russian. Boris will then answer in Russian and if you could
interpret into English. And I will go through the questions as listed in
the Com Rog given to us by the Russian authorities. OK. OK Boris?

BEREZOVSKY Yes.

DC HALL OK. First question. Where and in what position do you work?

BEREZOVSKY Do you mean currently work or before?

DC HALL At the moment.

BEREZOVSKY Currently I don’t have any formal job. I deal exclusively in politics,
political activities.

DC HALL OK. What is the address of your office in London?

BEREZOVSKY This is, this address is well known, it is 7 Down Street, Mayfair.
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Thank you. Are you a founder, a shareholder, a participant, a leader or
a member of an executive body of companies or organisations? —
Sorry do you want me to just break that down? — Or organisations,
including joint companies and organisations situated in the territory of

the United Kingdom or other countries?

I want to stress that I agreed to this meeting and I’m going to answer
only the questions concerning the investigation of Mr

LITVINENKO’s murder.

OK.

Not a single question concerning my property or my business or my
former or current partner’s businesses, I am not going to answer as |
consider in my point of view they don’t have anything whatsoever in
common with the murder of my friend. [ want to draw the attention of
the Russian side that if such a position is unacceptable, the General
Prosecutors Office has the right to ask to conduct a similar interview
in the court. In this case the Judge would be able to decide whether I
am obliged to answer these questions that’s relevant to this

investigation.

OK. I’'m still going to ask the questions that have been provided to us.
If your right is not to answer them, if you do not wish to answer them,

can you please say, | do not wish to answer them.
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It is not just my wish. It is also a concern which is, which has quite a
sound ground. For the reason that when [ was forced to leave Russia,
in autumn 2001 — [ beg your pardon, in the end of 2000. Mr
ABRAMOVICH came to visit me in France and he said that on behalf
of Mr PUTIN and VOLOSHON, he used to be the head of President
Administration in Russia. He offered me a deal. I sell him,
ABRAMOVICH 49 percent of the shares of the leading Russian TV
channel. It used to be called ORT at the time. For the price
ABRAMOVICH was going to say himself. And for this in exchange
my friend Nikolai GLUSHKOV would be released from prison. It
was pure demand, demand with threats. But I had no chance because,
I had no choice because my friend was being held in prison. And so |
agreed for this deal. The price quote ABRAMOVICH was at least
three times lower than the market price. [ gave those shares to
ABRAMOVICH and GLUSHKOV was never released at the time.
He spent another three years in prison after that. A similar situation
repeated with other companies which I owned... which [ owned.
These companies [ (inaudible) and Russian (inaudible) [ was one of
the main owners. And under the direct pressure from the Russian
President PUTIN, whose interest were represented by Mr
ABRAMOVICH, were sold by the price much lower than the market

price. This is why I consider their attempt to find out about the
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situation with my, as an attempt to find out in which way. It’s

possible to deprive me of my property.

DC HALL [ have only one question from that. You mentioned a Mr

ABRAMOVICH. What’s his full name?

BEREZOVSKY Roman, middle name (inaudible) and the surname ABRAMOVICH.

He’s well known of in England because football.

DC CONWAY Yeah. Obviously ABRAMOVICH is a common name, just hear from

you what his first names is.

DC HALL Fine. Do you wish to give any other names of your companies and

organisations and their exact locations.

BEREZOVSKY I don’t want to answer these questions because of the came arguments

as for the previous question.

DC HALL OK fine. And if you do have companies around the world, which of

these companies and organisations do you actually belong to?
BEREZOVSKY It’s the same answer.

DC HALL OK. Have you ever worked, has your work ever been connected with

poisoning and radioactive materials, including Polonium 210?

BEREZOVSKY Of my own will or consciously I did not farm across any radioactive

materials for my work. But it happened so, that after Mr LUGOVOY
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visited my office on the 31st October last year, traces of Polonium
210 were found in my office. To be more specific, they were found on
the chairs the Mr LUGOVOY used to sit on. [ want to suggest again
on the 31st October, and also they were found, in much lower
quantities, in the places where in my office Mr LITVINENKO was on
the 1st November. This is the only case and now on to me of my

contact with the radioactive materials.

OK. You mentioned that was in your offices, which offices was it?

It is the office in the address I gave you before 7 Down Street,

Mayfair.

OK. I’m now going to ask you some questions, been given to us by
the Russian Federation regarding Alexander LITVINENKO. Are you

happy for me to refer to Alexander LITVINENKO as Sacha?

Yes I called him the same.

And sorry, through the Russian security is he OK with that?

OK.

OK. Did you know Sacha?

Yes [ knew him.

When and where and under what circumstances did you get
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acquainted with Sacha?

I met Mr LITVINENKO in June 94, on the 7th June *94, it was then.
There was an assassination attempt on me. Someone tried to murder
me. It was in Russia near my office. A car next to my car was blown
up. My driver died. My security guard was seriously wounded,
injured. I also received burns and injuries. This was a very loud case,
a famous case. And actually the following day after this happened, Mr
LITVINENKO appeared in my office. He introduced himself as an
FSB officer who had the task from FSB to investigate this case. This
was my first encounter with Mr LITVINENKO. And after that our

relations lasted until the day of his death.

By the time that he died what was your relationship with him?

At the time he died I did not have any business relations with him.
Only friend, friendly relations with him and his family. His wife

Marina and his son Anatolia.

Did you have any common business interests or joint companies with

him?

I did not have any joint companies with him. [ want to stress that with
regards to Mr LITVINENKO I am talking in more details also about
business relations because, because this is relevant to the investigation

of the murder of Mr LITVINENKO. I did not have any business
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relations with LITVINENKO lately, but I still had friendly relations
with him. I don’t know whether this question is listed further down
but [ want to answer it myself. When LITVINENKO moved to
England, I helped him and his family. I was doing it absolutely
voluntarily. On the other hand I was helping LITVINENKO and
financing. His investigations which he carried out regarding the
crimes by FSB and also inside FSB. These expenses about, given for
the investigations were done through the, the fund of Civil Liberties,
were founded by myself in 2001, with the headquarters in New York
and branches in Russia, Ukraine and Latvia. In Ukraine and Latvia
they exist until now. In Russia it closed this branch in 2006 because a
law, a law, Russia doctored a law about activities of non
governmental organisations, non governmental, non commercial
organisations, which made virtually impossible the work of
independent civil institutes in Russia. Approximately one year ago
Sacha informed me that he had found a different job and asked me to
carry on supporting his son and his studies. His son studies in a
private school. I was paying from the very beginning and I’'m still
paying for his son’é studies and all other expenses with regards to
support of his family. Because he has started a different job he was

supporting all these expenses himself.

When, where and under what circumstances did you meet Sacha in

~ . 1T 1 ANN o
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October and November 20067

It’s like I’ve already mentioned I kept, I always kept in touch with
Sacha even though he found another job. Even though he never
informed me what kind of job it was. And [ remembered very well
our last meeting before he got into hospital. It was the 1st November
’06. He called me seven odd days prior to this meeting. He said that
he was likely to have important information regarding the murder of
POLITKOVSKAYA. And knew information regarding an attempt
from FSB people to organise assassination of him, his family. Not his
family. Him, myself and ZAKAEV. And on the 1st November, he
called me and said that he would come to the office. He came to my
office. On that day I was in a hurry because [ was leaving England.
He came to the copying machine. Later on traces of Polonium also
were found there. He photocopied the documents which he had,
handed them to me. I didn’t have time to look at them carefully. |
passed them on to my colleague and asked him to give them back to
me when [ come back from the business trip. Alexander insisted that [
looked at them immediately. I said that I didn’t have a possibility to
look at them straight away but possibly I would look at them while on
the plane. And if you’re asking when [ meet him, met him in
November, I met him and he was already in hospital. Initially in

Barnet Hospital, and later on in the University Hospital when he was,
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where he was transferred after his state deteriorated, and until the last

day when he died.

OK. You mentioned two names there. POLITKOVSKAYA.

POLITKOVSKAYA yeah.

First name?

Anna.

Anna OK. And ZAKAEV you mentioned.

Akhmed, Akhmed ZAKAEV.

Akhmed ZAKAEYV thank you. Just for the tape.

Yes [ understand.

Did you have any meetings with Sacha during October and

November, business meetings sorry.

I have already said that our business relations was ended
approximately 6, 7 months prior to October. Nevertheless Alexander
would come and visit me in the office and from time to time inform as
to what he was doing without giving any details which apparently
were confidential. As far as I understand he mainly provided me with
information which as to him was important with regards to the threats

to lives of myself, ZAKAEV and himself. About end of August,
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September and October, he was telling me about very important
investigation that he was carrying out against Spain jointly with the
Spanish police. This investigation concerned interests of the highest
profile people in Spain, in Russian. He mentioned names of PUTIN
and Roman ABRAMOVICH. He said that the investigation was with
regards to the laundering of huge amounts of money belonging to
PUTIN and ABRAMOVICH. And also with regards to the purchasing
of property in this country using this money. This is probably the
main topics that he discussed in the last. And of course he was always
worried of the security especially after, in July 06, PUTIN signed a
law which allowed Russian Special Services without any
investigation or court hearing, to kill people who Russian authorities
considered to be enemies of the Russian state. Sacha mentioned loads
of times that this legislation of course was designed in the first place
to get rid of us — him, ZAKAEYV and myself. Moreover, he said that
most probably they would try to poison us. Today this sounds
amazing but unfortunately this proved to be true, true prediction.

(BUZZER SOUNDS ON TAPE).
Could I just stop there a minute.
Yeah.

Quite a poigniant time, we have to change the tapes. OK. The time
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